
Welcome! As you join….

How do you know if students are working on 
grade-level assignments? What do you look 

for? Where might you have blind spots?

✔Adjust your name to include first name, last name, and school with division indicated (ES, MS, 
HS) – ex. Nimisha Thakore (Maywood MS)

✔Make sure your video is ON and mic is OFF

✔Share your response to the following questions in the chat:
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Introductions



Grade-Level 
Assignments
CSI Cohort Session 2

December 15, 2021

YOU WILL NEED:
1. Note-catcher (link in chat)

2. Workbook (linked in 
notecatcher)

3. Pre-work (linked in notecatcher)

NT



Today, we will…

internalize the critical role of grade-level assignments in advancing 
equity for all students

practice analyzing assignments for quality and rigor using a 
transferable tool

generate an action plan to collect assignments and student work to 
audit for grade-level rigor

NT



Looking back...

KEY POINT:
Access to grade-level 

assignments is a 
necessary 

prerequisite for 
learning acceleration.
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Looking ahead...

Grade-level 
Assignments

December

Assignment Audit

January
Consultancy: Grade-

Level Rigor

February

NT



Agenda

20 Opening

30 ELA & Math Protocols

5 BREAK

30 Assignment Review Practice

20 Application for Our Schools

10 Closing

NT



How students spend their time in class

How do you know if students are working on 
grade-level assignments? What do you look for? 

Where might you have blind spots?

Discuss in breakout groups.
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Let’s try an exercise...

4th Grade ELA 4th Grade Math

NT



Are these assignments grade-level?

Go to www.menti.com and 
enter the code 6698 0723 

OR use this QR code:

NT

http://www.menti.com


Agenda

20 Opening

30 ELA & Math Protocols

5 BREAK

30 Assignment Review Practice

20 Application for Our Schools

10 Closing

LM



Select a pathway

ELA
Stay in this room.

Math
Join the breakout.

LM



You will need… 
ELA

Notecatcher

ELA Assignment Review Protocol

4th Grade ELA Assignment

Open these to follow along:
★ Math Assignment Review Protocol
★ 4th Grade math assignment NT



Orienting to the tool 
ELA

✓ Helps answer the question, “Does this task give students the opportunity to 
meaningfully engage in worthwhile grade-level content?”

✓ Three main components worth 2 points each (6 points total): 
A. CONTENT: what students are working on
B. PRACTICES: how students engage with the “what”
C. RELEVANCE: why the work matters beyond the lesson/class

✓ 4 out of 6 points = considered grade-level appropriate NT



Content: WHAT students are working on
ELA

✓ TEXT: Anchored in a high-quality, grade-level text
○ High-quality: authentic, published, worth reading & re-reading
○ Grade-level: based on Lexile & qualitative measures

✓ STANDARDS: Aligned to Nebraska ELA standards
○ Aimed at deepening students’ comprehension of the text

NT



Content: WHAT students are working on
ELA

NT



Practices: HOW students engage with the what
ELA

✓ DEPTH: Reaches depth of Nebraska ELA standards

✓ APPLICATION: Requires students to use the text
○ Reveals whether students comprehend the text
○ Text-dependent questions/ tasks

NT



Practices: HOW students engage with the what
ELA

NT



Relevance: WHY the work matters
ELA

✓ CONNECTIONS: Builds knowledge of other content and/or concepts
○ Non-fiction texts build content knowledge (history, science, etc.)
○ Fictional texts build conceptual knowledge (themes, morals, etc.)

✓ STUDENT VOICE: Allows students to develop & defend a point of view
○ In writing or in speaking
○ Responses don’t all look the same

NT



Relevance: WHY the work matters
ELA

NT



Let’s revisit our opening exercise...

How has your evaluation of these 4th grade assignments 
changed, if at all? Why? How are these tools helpful for 

evaluating the assignment?

LM



Please return by 11:00 am LM



Today, we will…

internalize the critical role of grade-level assignments in advancing 
equity for all students

practice analyzing assignments for quality and rigor using a 
transferable tool

generate an action plan to collect assignments and student work to 
audit for grade-level rigor

NT



Practice

Select ONE assignment to review as a group. 

There is 1 ELA and 1 Math assignment per division:
ELA: 2nd Grade, 8th Grade, 11th Grade
Math: 5th Grade, 6th Grade, 11th Grade

NT



Debrief

How did these tools push you to look at the assignments 
differently than you might have otherwise?

What was challenging about this process?

What was eye-opening about this process?

NT



Today, we will…

internalize the critical role of grade-level assignments in advancing 
equity for all students

practice analyzing assignments for quality and rigor using a 
transferable tool

generate an action plan to collect assignments and student work to 
audit for grade-level rigor

NN



Looking ahead...

Grade-level Assignments

December

Assignment Audit

January

Consultancy: Grade-Level 
Rigor

February

• In January, you will collect assignments completed by students to gain information 
about the grade-level rigor students are engaging in.

• Collecting work samples is not a one-size-fits-all approach. Today, there’s time set aside 
time to do some planning as a community! 

NN



Identify your curricular context 

What is your 
curricular 
context? 

What unique 
challenges might 

present 
themselves as 
you prepare to 
approach your 

staff about 
collecting 

student work? 

NN



Action planning (15 minutes)

Step 1: Craft 
communication

Consider framing that:

• Creates a feeling of 
safety. 

• States what you 
need, why you need 
it, and when you 
need it by. 

• Uses positive 
framing. 

Step 2: 
Make your plan

• Which content areas will I collect assignments from? 
(Consider priority courses & improvement goals)

• How will I communicate to the teachers of those content 
areas? (Email? In person?)

• How will I collect assignments and student work? (Snap 
photos? Ask for copies? Collect and make my own copies?)

• Will I need to tailor my message for anyone specific?

• When will I collect assignments? (Week of X? During 
observations week of Y?) Set a deadline.

NN

We recommend letting teachers know about the assignment collection process prior to actually gathering the 
work for the audit in January.  



Application for our schools

Craft key points for communicating to teachers and draft an action plan to 
collect assignments and student work.

Respond in tab 3. Grade-level Assignments of our CSI Cohort Workbook.

Be prepared to share your plan in breakout groups! 

NN

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1hVF_Np_P3jtBqLzu0wX6rJLL8tCruf-yREcsBJHxTyM/edit?usp=sharing


Time to share! (6 minutes) 

Share your 
communication key 
points & action plan 
with a partner for 
feedback.

NN



Agenda

20 Opening

35 ELA & Math Protocols

5 BREAK

30 Assignment Review Practice

20 Application for Our Schools

10 Closing

NT



Closing reflections

Reflect: What’s sticking with you as you leave today’s 
community of practice?

Share your responses in the chat or come off mute!.

NT



Prework for January: 1) Collect at least 5 different assignments for at least ONE 
priority course/grade. 2) For each assignment, collect at least 3 student work 
samples (minimum 15 samples).

Before you leave: Please complete this session survey. We appreciate your 
feedback to help us continuously improve! 

NT

https://forms.gle/SLoVjfLrVQbdcXHv7
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